THE  INTERMEDIATE  YEARS

your letter of the 26th (ult). I did not answer it be-
cause I could give no news about the subject of chief im-
portance, but could only receive it. Since then a courier
has reached me who was announced to me by telegraph
a fortnight ago, and in expectation of whom I returned a
week too soon from England. He brought me a letter
from Bernstorff in answer to my request for leave. I am
quite superfluous here now, because there is neither Em-
peror, minister, nor ambassador here. I am not in very
good health, and this provisional existence, with the sus-
pense of "whether and how" without any regular busi-
ness, is not calming to the nerves. I thought that I was
coming here for ten days or a fortnight, and now I have
been here seven weeks without ever knowing whether I
shall have to stay another twenty-four hours. I do not
want to force myself on the King by lying at anchor in
Berlin, and I will not go home because I am afraid of
being stuck fast for an unlimited time in the hotel, on my
way through Berlin. From BernstorfFs letter1 I learn
that it is not at present the King's pleasure to make over
foreign affairs to me, and that his Majesty has not yet
decided whether I am to take Hohenlohe's place; but does
not want to prejudice this question negatively by giving
me six weeks' leave. The King is doubtful, according to
Bernstorff, whether I can be of any use in the present
session, and whether my appointment, if it takes place
at all, ought not to be postponed till the winter. Under
these circumstances, I am repeating my request for six
weeks' leave,8 which I put on the following grounds. In
the first place, I really need to recruit my health in moun-

1  Of July 12.    Bismarck-Jahrbuch, vi. 155, 156.

2 Letter to Bernstorff of July 15.    Bismarck-Jahrbuch, vi. 156 &c.

285